Safety Tips for Your Home While Traveling

Summertime is the peak season for burglaries. The warm weather means
windows are left open and homes are vacated as families venture out on their
annual summer adventure. However, during the holidays’ there is also rise in
break-ins. But the time of the year doesn’t matter if an intruder has become
aware there is no one home.
Here are some home safety precautions travelers can take before venturing out.
1. Lock your doors and windows. This is an obvious tip, but those easy-to-miss
windows can be an easy-access entry for a thief. Before departing, double-check every
door and window including in the basement, bathrooms and garage.
2. Remove temptation. Close your drapes and put away those piles of opened
Christmas presents, especially if they are in view of your front porch windows. Be
cautious of who you mention your travel plans too. Contact neighbors to help keep an eye
on things while gone.
3. Ensure the garage door closes upon departure. I have had first-hand
experience of closing the garage only to return to an open one. We figured we
accidentally hit the button while driving away and didn’t notice it reopening. It was a
good thing we weren’t leaving for vacation.

4. Make the house look occupied. Avoid an overflowing mailbox, pile of newspapers
on the driveway and flyers on the door by putting a hold on your newspaper and mail.
Have a friend or neighbor stop by to pick up any advertising or packages left on your
doorstep.
5. Light timer. On the inside of the home set a few lamps or even the TV on sporadic
scheduled timers. The lights will further the appearance of an occupied home.
6. Auto lighting. Also called outdoor sensory lighting, this tactic is ideal for every house
since the light is triggered only when it detects motion.
7. Security alarm. Installing a security alarm is no easy feat, but it’s worth the peace of
mind. Remember to give the security code to neighbors or house-watchers and ensure
they know how to use the keypad while you’re away.
8. Invest in security cameras. Even a nonworking camera will make a thief think
twice before breaking into a house. If you invest in a camera that allows you to monitor
your home while away, it will also give you a sense of security knowing you can check in
on your home’s safety anytime you feel the urge.
9. Car in the driveway. Many security experts recommend leaving a car in the
driveway while you are away to offer the appearance that someone is home. If you like
this idea but don’t have a spare, ask a neighbor to park in the driveway at night.
10. Remove the garage opener from the car. If you do leave your own car behind,
be sure to remove all valuables and especially your garage door opener which could turn
into a home key or at least mean you may return to an empty garage.
Home safety should always be taken into consideration while you are traveling. A few
precautions can go a long way during your preparation for travel which can help ensure
you return to a safe and sound home.

